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Agent’s Corner 
 
Fall harvest is running faster than ever because of the fantastic weather; but this fantastic weather 
is a double edged sword.  Ponds are going dry, pastures have not rebound, cover crops are drying 
up once they sprouted, and tobacco has dried up in the barns instead of curing.   
 
Farmers are under a great deal of stress that involves their entire families.  Please be mindful of the 
needs of your family members.  Suicide Hotline— call or text 988 or go online at 988lifeline.org 
 
Fun facts about AG in Breckinridge County  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Sincerely,  
 
 

 
Carol M. Hinton 

Breckinridge County Extension Agent  

for Agriculture/Natural Resources Education  

 

  Like us on Facebook! 

www.facebook.com/

breckinridgeextensionagriculture 

 

Breckinridge County  
Agriculture and Natural Resources 

AG Newsletter    
November 2024  

Estimates –

2023 

Planted 

Acres 

Harvested  

for grain  

Yield 

Bu/Ac 

Production 

Bushels  

Soybean 35,300 35,100 51.9 1,822,000 

Corn 26,500 24,700 174.9 4,320,000 

Wheat 5,400 2,300 70.9 163,000 

All Cattle & Calves   

As of 1/1/2023 

Beef Cows 

As of 1/1/2023 

Milk Cows 

As of 1/1/2023 

38,500 20,500 300 
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For answers to your questions, please attend the  

CWD MEETING, November 7, 2024 at 5:30 p.m. (ct) at 

The Breckinridge County Extension Community Building 

FRANKFORT, Ky. (Oct. 14, 2024) — Officials from the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources 

are gathering additional information and carefully evaluating next steps following Monday’s announcement by 

the Kentucky Department of Agriculture that lab testing confirmed Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) in a de-

ceased deer from a Breckinridge County deer farm. It marks Kentucky’s first case of CWD in a captive cervid. 

Chronic Wasting Disease is caused by abnormal proteins called prions and it affects white-tailed deer, elk, and 
other animals in the deer family. There is no known cure or vaccine, and the disease is always fatal in infected 
animals. The disease is not known to be transmissible to people, but as a precaution the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention recommends not consuming meat from deer that test positive for the disease. Kentucky 
Fish and Wildlife always recommends not consuming meat taken from animals that appear to be sick or in poor 
condition. 

The state Department of Agriculture has issued a quarantine restricting movement into or out of the Breckin-
ridge County facility, including live deer or deer products. 

Kentucky Fish and Wildlife officials are in close communication with national, state and local partners and will 
reference the agency’s CWD Response Plan in response to this new detection. 

Since 2002, Kentucky Fish and Wildlife has CWD-tested more than 40,000 deer and elk from across the state. 

Hunters can aid Kentucky Fish and Wildlife’s statewide monitoring efforts by dropping off the heads of legally 
harvested and telechecked deer for CWD testing and aging at self-serve CWD Sample Drop-Off sites. This ser-
vice is provided at no cost to hunters. Detailed location information, instructions and additional resources may 
be found at the  fw.ky.gov/Wildlife/Pages/CWD-Sample-Drop-off-Sites.aspx page on the department’s website. 
Hunters will be promptly notified if a deer they harvested tests positive for CWD. 

Deer that appear to be sick but do not have an obvious injury can be reported using the department’s sick deer 
online reporting form; reports will be reviewed by the agency’s wildlife health program staff, who will contact the 
person submitting the report if additional information is needed. 

For the latest information on CWD, please visit the department's website (fw.ky.gov) and follow its social media 

channels. More information about CWD is available at fw.ky.gov/cwd, cwd-info.org and through the CDC web-

site. 

Drop off sites in Breckinridge County are: 

 

 

 

 

Yellowbank WMA Office, Grady-Frymire Spur Rd. Stephensport 

Breckinridge County Extension Office, 1377 South Hwy 261 Hardinsburg 

Custer General Store, 6058 KY-86 Custer 

Irvington Fire Department, 216 1st Street Irvington 

Axtel Boat Ramp, KY-79 McDaniels 

What Is Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD)?  — 

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) is a fatal neurologic disease that affects deer, elk and other members 

of the deer family. It is caused by a prion, a type of protein that attacks the brain and nervous system. There 

is currently no known cure for CWD. Highly contagious, the disease has spread extensively among deer and 

elk populations across North America over the past two decades.  

https://fw.ky.gov/Hunt/Documents/CWDResponsePlan.pdf
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/3728ec933c2947f1b6e35d7b5b93074c
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/3728ec933c2947f1b6e35d7b5b93074c
https://fw.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://fw.ky.gov/Wildlife/Pages/Chronic-Wasting-Disease.aspx
https://cwd-info.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/chronic-wasting/animals/?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/prions/cwd/
https://www.cdc.gov/chronic-wasting/animals/?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/prions/cwd/
https://app.fw.ky.gov/public_lands_search/detail.aspx?Kdfwr_id=192
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1377+KY-261,+Hardinsburg,+KY+40143/@37.7606434,-86.4632908,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x886f24d5dc666a49:0xd094c69f388b816e!8m2!3d37.7606434!4d-86.4607159!16s%2Fg%2F11sqx0g6vl?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI0MTAxNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/6058+KY-86,+Custer,+KY+40115/@37.7381219,-86.2568045,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x8868cd4d77522e51:0x80e05af4b54d3748!8m2!3d37.7381219!4d-86.2542296!16s%2Fg%2F11c26sxhbz?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI0MTAxNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/216+1st+St,+Irvington,+KY+40146/@37.8817072,-86.2867889,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x886f2ae39f0335c1:0xb62d8b45c3b183b0!8m2!3d37.8817072!4d-86.284214!16s%2Fg%2F11c2qjt06x?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI0MTAxNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Axtel+Boat+Ramp/@37.6231976,-86.4530069,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x886f3925a43fca23:0x56450f6f2a11d9de!8m2!3d37.6231976!4d-86.450432!16s%2Fg%2F11qpytt8_f?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI0MTAxNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
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Managing Cool-Season Pastures for Enhanced Fall Growth 
Dr. Chris D. Teutsch, University of Kentucky Research and Education Center at Princeton 
 
It seems early to be thinking about stockpiling cool-season grasses for winter grazing, but how we man-
age pastures now can have a profound impact on fall growth. How closely and frequently we graze pas-
tures this summer can either enhance or reduce our ability to stockpile grass this fall. The objective of 
this article is to provide some tips that will help to keep cool-season pastures healthy this summer.   
 
Fertilize and lime according to soil test. If you have not already done it, take a soil sample and apply any 
needed phosphorous, potassium, and lime. Avoid summer applications of nitrogen to cool-season pas-
tures. They are generally not economical since cool-season grasses are not actively growing during the 
summer months. In addition, they can inadvertently weaken cool-season grass stands by promoting the 
growth of summer weeds.   
 
Do NOT graze cool-season pastures too closely. Grazing pastures closely during the summer months 
can weaken cool-season grass stands and promote the growth of warm-season grasses such as bermu-
dagrass or crabgrass in these stands. There is nothing wrong with warm-season grasses, but we want to 
minimize them in pastures that will be stockpiled for winter grazing. Maintaining 4 to 6 inches of residue 
in cool-season pastures can also moderate soil temperature and conserve soil moisture.    
 
Rest cool-season pastures during the summer month. Resting pastures during the summer months al-
lows them to acclimate to the hot and dry conditions often found in Kentucky. It allows plants to replenish 
and maintain stored carbohydrates (energy reserves) that can be mobilized in late summer and fall to full 
rapid growth during the stockpiling period.  
  
Graze warm-season grasses during the summer months. During the summer months, warm-season 
grasses will produce about twice as much dry matter per unit of water used when compared to cool-
season grasses. The beauty of warm-season grasses is that they allow you to get off of cool-season 
pastures when they are most susceptible to overgrazing.   
 
There are several perennial warm-season grasses that can be used, but in western Kentucky the most 
productive, persistent, and tolerant to close and frequent grazing is bermudagrass. Johnsongrass is an-
other warm-season perennial grass that can provide high quality summer grazing. I am going on record 
to make clear that I am NOT encouraging anyone to plant johnsongrass, but sometimes it is just there. 
Because johnsongrass is extremely palatable, it can be grazed out of pastures if not rotationally stocked.   
 
Warm-season annual grasses like pearl millet, sorghum-sudangrass, sudangrass, and crabgrass can 
provide high quality summer grazing. The primary disadvantage with summer annual grasses is that they 
need to be reestablished every year, which costs money and provides the chance for stand failure. The 
exception to this is crabgrass that develops volunteer stands from seed in the soil. Although most people 
don’t realize (or want to admit it) crabgrass has saved many cows during dry summers in western Ken-
tucky. 
 
Feed hay in sacrifice area. During the summer months, it is tempting to just open the gates up and let the 
cattle free range. However, a better plan is to confine animals to the weakest paddock that you have and 
feed hay. You will likely damage this paddock, but it will allow you to maintain strong and vigorous sod in 
the others. This sacrifice area can then be renovated in late fall. 
 
When it comes to stockpiling cool-season grasses for winter grazing, what you do during the summer 
months really does matter! So, as we roll into the hottest and driest part of the grazing season, make 
sure and give your cool-season pastures a little tend loving care. It will pay big dividends this fall! 
 
More information on stockpiling can be found at your local extension office or by visiting UK Forages 
Webpage or KYForages YouTube Channel.   

https://extension.ca.uky.edu/county
https://forages.ca.uky.edu/
https://forages.ca.uky.edu/
https://www.youtube.com/c/KYForages
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FALL NUTRIENT APPLICATIONS HAS ITS ADVANTAGES 

Source: John Grove, UK PLANT and Soil Sciences Professor  

  
Grain producers can take steps now to prepare for the next growing season. Fall is an ideal time to 
start by applying nutrients to the soil.  

  
There are several benefits to autumn fertilizing. For one, it can prevent delays in planting come 
spring. Kentucky's fall weather is generally drier, reducing the risk of soil compaction during applica-
tion. Additionally, purchasing fertilizer in these cooler months might lead to savings, as spring tends 
to be the busier season for fertilizer sales.  

  
Before getting started, test your soil to ensure you only apply the nutrients your fields need. This ap-
proach saves both time and money. You can coordinate with your local extension office to submit 
soil samples to the University of Kentucky’s regional testing labs.  

 
Once your soil test results are in, follow UK recommendations for fertilizer application. Potash and 
phosphorus are particularly well-suited for fall applications in Kentucky. These nutrients interact with 
the soil to keep them in place, preventing loss through leaching during the state’s typically wet win-
ters. If you’re planting small grains this autumn, apply the recommended rates of phosphorus and 
potash before planting. Double-crop producers should also account for soybean nutrient needs 
when applying fall wheat fertilizer.  

  
UK encourages corn and full-season soybean producers to wait until springtime to apply nitrogen 
and animal manures. Both run a high risk of leaching from the soil during the winter. Additionally, ni-
trogen losses can occur from denitrification and immobilization during the winter. Animal manures 
are most effective when there is a crop already growing in the field.  

  
If you’ve planted wheat this fall, apply just enough nitrogen to promote early growth and tillering, 
usually no more than 40 pounds per acre. Wheat-following crops like soybeans, tobacco or well-
fertilized corn may not need additional nitrogen in the fall. If more nitrogen is required, remember 
that common phosphorus fertilizers in Kentucky, such as DAP (18-46-0) and MAP (11-52-0), also 
supply nitrogen that the wheat can utilize.  

  
For more information about alternative grain storage, contact the Breckinridge County office of the 
University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service.     

SHARE THE 

ROAD  

BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR  FARM EQUIPMENT  

ON THE ROADS THIS FALL 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublications.ca.uky.edu%2Fsites%2Fpublications.ca.uky.edu%2Ffiles%2FAGR1.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cshenning%40email.uky.edu%7C7e1df97d247b4aceec8908dce93d9a49%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C
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Cyanide Poisoning in Ruminants 

Dr. Ray Smith and Dr. Garry Lacefield, UK Plant and Soil Sciences Dept. 

Dr. Cindy Gaskill and Dr. Michelle Arnold, UK Vet Diagnostic Lab 
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Cyanide Poisoning in Ruminants—Cont’d  

BCCA Meeting   CAIP approved educational meeting   

There will be a BCCA Meeting at the Breckinridge County Extension 

Community Building on November 21, 2024 at 6 p.m. (ct)  

Topic:  Minerals 

Dinner will be served, so please RSVP to 270-756-2182. 
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Must have prior approval from AG Agent for these 

webinars to qualify for CAIP educational meeting 

 UK Beef Management Webinar Series  

Registration is necessary, however, if you received an email directly from Darrh Bullock then you 

are already registered. If you received this information from another source and have not registered 

previously, then please send an email to dbullock@uky.edu with Beef Webinar in the subject line 

and your name and county in the message. You will receive the direct link with a password the 

morning of each meeting. This invitation will directly link you to the site and you will be asked for the 

password which can be found just below the link. Each session will be recorded and posted for later 

viewing. All meeting times are 8:00pm ET/7:00pm CT.  

 

November 12, 2024  

Shooting the Bull: Answering all your Beef Related Questions! – Updates and 

Roundtable discussion with UK Specialists  

December 10, 2024  

Winter Feeding Strategies to Extend Short Hay Supplies – Lawton Stewart, Professor, 

University of Georgia  

January 14, 2025  

Important Traits for Bull Selection in Kentucky – Matt Spangler, Professor, University of 

Nebraska  

February 11, 2025  

Marketing Opportunities for the Spring – Kenny Burdine, Professor, and Kevin Laurent, 

Extension Specialist, University of Kentucky  

March 11, 2025  

Preparing for a Successful Spring Breeding Season – Les Anderson, Extension Profes-

sor, University of Kentucky  

April 8, 2025  

Health Update and Internal Parasite Field Study Results – Michelle Arnold, Extension 

Veterinarian, and Jeff Lehmkuhler, Extension Professor, University of Kentucky  

 

For additional information, please contact the Extension Office.   
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Lawful Ginseng Harvest Season Has Begun 

 

• Lawful ginseng harvest begins September 1st of each year. 

• Any ginseng harvester must receive permission to harvest ginseng on public or private land. 

• Licensed Kentucky ginseng dealers may legally purchase green or fresh ginseng be-
ginning September 1st. 

• Dry ginseng purchases may begin September 15th. All ginseng purchases must be com-
pleted prior to March 31st. 

• All ginseng from the previous fall harvest must be certified prior to April 15th. 

To obtain a license to buy … 

 

First-time dealers should apply after July 1st for a Kentucky Ginseng Dealer License that is valid for the current year's 
fall harvest. For renewing dealers, letters and applications are delivered by mail in July. 

 

To Apply for a Kentucky Ginseng Dealer License: 

 

Print and complete all sections of the dealer application, available for download from KDA’s website https://
www.kyagr.com/marketing/documents/GIN_GinsengDealerApplication.pdf .  

 

    Have your completed dealer application notarized. Make a copy of your driver's license or other government issued 
identification on letter sized paper to include with your dealer application. Your information must be current and valid. 

    Make a check or money order payable to "Kentucky State Treasurer." The fee for a Kentucky ginseng dealer license 
is $75.00 for Kentucky residents and $150.00 for non-residents. 

    Mail your completed and notarized dealer application, copy of identification, and payment to the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Ginseng Program, 111 Corporate Drive, Frankfort, KY 40601. 

After your ginseng dealer application has been approved, you will receive a ginseng dealer packet that contains the ma-
terials and forms necessary to conduct ginseng business in Kentucky. The first mailing of packets for a season should 
arrive beginning September 1. In order to conduct ginseng business in Kentucky, you must first receive the forms in-
cluded in the dealer packet and confirm you are listed on the ginseng dealer directory. 

 

The three most common questions asked are: 

• Can someone sell Kentucky ginseng to someone outside of the state? 

Only a Kentucky licensed ginseng dealer may sell Kentucky ginseng outside of the state. Additionally, any Kentucky 
ginseng sold outside of the state must first be certified by the Kentucky Department of Agriculture. Appropriate docu-
mentation must accompany the ginseng at the time of sale. Kentucky ginseng cannot legally leave Kentucky without an 
export certificated issued by our agency. 

• Can someone sell Kentucky ginseng online through a marketplace or auction site? 

A Kentucky licensed ginseng dealer may sell Kentucky ginseng online, provided the ginseng is first certified by 
the KDA.  

 

Kentucky ginseng that has not been certified MAY NOT be sold online! 

• Where can I sell ginseng? 

The current (as of 8/30/24) dealer list https://www.kyagr.com/marketing/documents/GIN_DealersbyCounty.pdf  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kyagr.com%2Fmarketing%2Fdocuments%2FGIN_GinsengDealerApplication.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cshenning%40email.uky.edu%7C878279453a734be36d4f08dcf181be14%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kyagr.com%2Fmarketing%2Fdocuments%2FGIN_GinsengDealerApplication.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cshenning%40email.uky.edu%7C878279453a734be36d4f08dcf181be14%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kyagr.com%2Fmarketing%2Fdocuments%2FGIN_DealersbyCounty.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cshenning%40email.uky.edu%7C878279453a734be36d4f08dcf181be14%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638650786
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EQUIPMENT FOR RENT    

The Extension Office has a No-Till Seed Drill, an in-line silage Hay Wrapper and Boomless Pasture Sprayers 

available for rent. 

For more information on renting or to schedule a date to use call:  

     No-Till Seed Drill  —   

 Hobdy Dye & Reed at 270-756-2555  

 

 

     Inline Silage Hay Wrapper  —    

 Wright Implement at 270-756-5152  

         

     

     2 –Boomless Pasture Sprayers —  

 Carol Hinton at 270-617-3417  
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Almanac Tidbits for:  November 

   

 Plant above ground crops —–  1, 2, 5, 6, 9-11, 14 

  

 Plant Below ground crops —– 15, 18, 19, 25-29 

   

 Seed Beds—————–——– 1, 2, 18, 19, 27-29 

 

 Kill plant pests:—–————– 3, 4, 7, 8, 12, 13, 16, 17, 20-24, 30  

 

Kentucky Hunting & Trapping Season 2024-25 

Kentucky Hunting & Trapping 2024-2025 dates can be found on this website: 

https://fw.ky.gov/Hunt/Documents/Hunting_Poster.pdf 



Stop by one of the following recycling centers near you: 

 Breckinridge County High School 
Cloverport Fire Department 
Auggie Doggie’s, Garfield 

St. Romuald Gym, Hardinsburg 
McQuady Firehouse 

Breckinridge County Extension Office 
Rough River Corp of Engineers Office 

McDaniels Fire Department  
Frederick Fraize High School, Cloverport 

Hardinsburg Elementary School  
Union Star  

 All recycling sites are  
accessible 24 hours a day, 

seven days a week. 

The Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment is an Equal Opportunity Organization with respect to 
education and employment and authorization to provide research, education information and other services only to in-
dividuals and institutions that function without regard to economic or social status and will not discriminate on the bases 
of race, color, ethnic origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, 
pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, or physical or mental disability or reprisal or retalia-
tion for prior civil rights activity.  Reasonable accommodation of disability may be available with prior notice.  Program 
information may be made available in languages other than English.  Inquiries regarding compliance with Title VI and 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
and other related matter should be directed to Equal Opportunity Office, Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and 
Environment, University of Kentucky, Room S-105, Agriculture Science Building, North Lexington, Kentucky 40546, the 
UK Office of Institutional Equity and Equal Opportunity, 13 Main Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40506-
0032 or US Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, 
SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410.  

Mark Your Calendar! 
November 7, 2024—CWD Meeting, Breckinridge County Extension Community Building  

November 21, 2024—BCCA Meeting, Breckinridge County Extension Community Building 

November 28-29, 2024—Thanksgiving Holiday– Office closed  

December 25, 2024 thru January 1, 2025—Christmas and New Years Holidays– Office Closed  

January 16-17, 2025—2025 KY Cattleman’s Association Convention, Owensboro Convention Center 

January 16, 2025—KY Commodity All Crop Protection Webinar Series 

February 4, 2025—Winter Wheat Meeting, TBA 

May 13, 2025—Wheat Field Day—TBA  

June 26, 2025—Pest Management Field Day, TBA 
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Check out these website for useful information and  

upcoming events of interest 

https://www.kygrains.info/ 

https:/kats.ca.uky.edu/upcoming-workshops 


