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Agent’s Corner 
 
Well, winter hit and it’s been a rough one.  Beyond being bored to tears at home, I hope everyone has had 

time to catch up on their record keeping and planning for a new crop year.   

We have had good luck setting up meetings that will be available for you to attend.  If you are looking for 

something that is not listed, please let us know and we will work on finding a resource for that subject.  I 

won’t say it’ll happen this winter, but we will work on a plan. 

We have more meetings coming up soon, but here is a list of immediate programs. 

January 23rd  Soil Testing and Fertility, upcoming changes to the Soil Test Recommendations.   

    Dr. Edwin Ritchey, UK Extension Associate Professor 

January 30th  Bee Keeping from Beginning and Beyond, Amanda Skidmore, KY State Bee Apiarist 

February 6th  Farm Transition Building Your Transition Team, Aleta Botts 

February 6th  Strawberry Disease Zoom 

February 20th  Rotational Grazing and Bale Grazing studies,  

    Dr. Greg Halich, UK Extension Associate Professor 

And many more to come. I look forward to seeing you this winter! 

If you have a child or grandchild wanting to be in the Livestock Club, please contact the Extension Office to 

get details.  

NOTE:  If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter or if your address is changing or has 

changed,  please call the office so we can update our list or take you off the mailing list.  

Sincerely,  

 

Carol M. Hinton 

Breckinridge County Extension Agent  

for Agriculture/Natural Resources Education  

  Like us on Facebook! 

www.facebook.com/

breckinridgeextensionagriculture 
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FRANKFORT, Ky. (Oct. 14, 2024) — Officials from the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources 

are gathering additional information and carefully evaluating next steps following Monday’s announcement by 

the Kentucky Department of Agriculture that lab testing confirmed Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) in a de-

ceased deer from a Breckinridge County deer farm. It marks Kentucky’s first case of CWD in a captive cervid. 

Chronic Wasting Disease is caused by abnormal proteins called prions and it affects white-tailed deer, elk, and 
other animals in the deer family. There is no known cure or vaccine, and the disease is always fatal in infected 
animals. The disease is not known to be transmissible to people, but as a precaution the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention recommends not consuming meat from deer that test positive for the disease. Kentucky 
Fish and Wildlife always recommends not consuming meat taken from animals that appear to be sick or in poor 
condition. 

The state Department of Agriculture has issued a quarantine restricting movement into or out of the Breckin-
ridge County facility, including live deer or deer products. 

Kentucky Fish and Wildlife officials are in close communication with national, state and local partners and will 
reference the agency’s CWD Response Plan in response to this new detection. 

Since 2002, Kentucky Fish and Wildlife has CWD-tested more than 40,000 deer and elk from across the state. 

Hunters can aid Kentucky Fish and Wildlife’s statewide monitoring efforts by dropping off the heads of legally 
harvested and telechecked deer for CWD testing and aging at self-serve CWD Sample Drop-Off sites. This ser-
vice is provided at no cost to hunters. Detailed location information, instructions and additional resources may 
be found at the  fw.ky.gov/Wildlife/Pages/CWD-Sample-Drop-off-Sites.aspx page on the department’s website. 
Hunters will be promptly notified if a deer they harvested tests positive for CWD. 

Deer that appear to be sick but do not have an obvious injury can be reported using the department’s sick deer 
online reporting form; reports will be reviewed by the agency’s wildlife health program staff, who will contact the 
person submitting the report if additional information is needed. 

For the latest information on CWD, please visit the department's website (fw.ky.gov) and follow its social media 

channels. More information about CWD is available at fw.ky.gov/cwd, cwd-info.org and through the CDC web-

site. 

Drop off sites in Breckinridge County are: 

 

 

 

 

Yellowbank WMA Office, Grady-Frymire Spur Rd. Stephensport 

Breckinridge County Extension Office, 1377 South Hwy 261 Hardinsburg 

Custer General Store, 6058 KY-86 Custer 

Irvington Fire Department, 216 1st Street Irvington 

Axtel Boat Ramp, KY-79 McDaniels 

What Is Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD)?  — 

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) is a fatal neurologic disease that affects deer, elk and other members 

of the deer family. It is caused by a prion, a type of protein that attacks the brain and nervous system. There 

is currently no known cure for CWD. Highly contagious, the disease has spread extensively among deer and 

elk populations across North America over the past two decades.  

https://fw.ky.gov/Hunt/Documents/CWDResponsePlan.pdf
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/3728ec933c2947f1b6e35d7b5b93074c
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/3728ec933c2947f1b6e35d7b5b93074c
https://fw.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://fw.ky.gov/Wildlife/Pages/Chronic-Wasting-Disease.aspx
https://cwd-info.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/chronic-wasting/animals/?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/prions/cwd/
https://www.cdc.gov/chronic-wasting/animals/?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/prions/cwd/
https://app.fw.ky.gov/public_lands_search/detail.aspx?Kdfwr_id=192
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1377+KY-261,+Hardinsburg,+KY+40143/@37.7606434,-86.4632908,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x886f24d5dc666a49:0xd094c69f388b816e!8m2!3d37.7606434!4d-86.4607159!16s%2Fg%2F11sqx0g6vl?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI0MTAxNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/6058+KY-86,+Custer,+KY+40115/@37.7381219,-86.2568045,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x8868cd4d77522e51:0x80e05af4b54d3748!8m2!3d37.7381219!4d-86.2542296!16s%2Fg%2F11c26sxhbz?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI0MTAxNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/216+1st+St,+Irvington,+KY+40146/@37.8817072,-86.2867889,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x886f2ae39f0335c1:0xb62d8b45c3b183b0!8m2!3d37.8817072!4d-86.284214!16s%2Fg%2F11c2qjt06x?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI0MTAxNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Axtel+Boat+Ramp/@37.6231976,-86.4530069,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x886f3925a43fca23:0x56450f6f2a11d9de!8m2!3d37.6231976!4d-86.450432!16s%2Fg%2F11qpytt8_f?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI0MTAxNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
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NOTE:   

Extension Office 

will be closed on 

Monday,  

January 20, 2025 

in observance of 

Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day  
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Must have prior approval from AG Agent for these  

webinars to qualify for CAIP educational meeting 

 UK Beef Management Webinar Series  

Registration is necessary, however, if you received an email directly from Darrh Bullock then you are already 
registered. If you received this information from another source and have not registered previously, then 
please send an email to dbullock@uky.edu with Beef Webinar in the subject line and your name and county 
in the message. You will receive the direct link with a password the morning of each meeting. This invitation 
will directly link you to the site and you will be asked for the password which can be found just below the link. 
Each session will be recorded and posted for later viewing. All meeting times are 8:00pm ET/7:00pm CT.  

February 11, 2025  
Marketing Opportunities for the Spring – Kenny Burdine, Professor, and Kevin Laurent, Extension Spe-
cialist, University of Kentucky  
 
March 11, 2025  
Preparing for a Successful Spring Breeding Season – Les Anderson, Extension Professor, University of 
Kentucky  
 
April 8, 2025  
Health Update and Internal Parasite Field Study Results – Michelle Arnold, Extension Veterinarian, and 
Jeff Lehmkuhler, Extension Professor, University of Kentucky  
 
For additional information, please contact the Extension Office.   

Top 10 Reasons to Test Hay  

~excerpt from Dr. Jimmy Henning’s Forage Doctor column Oct. 17 Farmers Pride.  
For the full online issue go to TheFarmersPride.com 

Most of you recognize the value of testing hay and make sure your livestock are fed the right hay at the right time. If you 
don’t regularly test hay then the following is a list the top ten reasons you should make the effort to test the hay you pro-
duce or the hay you are buying. 

1. It saves feed costs. Overwintering costs are the single biggest cost in a cow-calf operation. UK budgets place the 
hay cost of overwintering a cow at $150 (2.5 tons at $60 per ton). Since much of the profit in a cow-calf operation comes 
from saving money, it makes good sense to know what is in your hay and to not purchase nutrients you don’t need. 

2. It keeps livestock healthy. By preventing underfeeding, you keep cows in better condition and they can better han-
dle the disease stresses of winter. 

3. It tells you about your legume content. The calcium to phosphorous ratio will indicate how much legume is in the 
hay. If calcium and phosphorous are present in similar amounts (in other words the ratio is 1 to 1), your hay is mostly 
grass. If it is 2 to 1 or greater, you have a significant amount of legume. 

4. You get more calves. In other words, skinny cows don’t rebreed. Testing hay and feeding accordingly lowers the risk 
of cows losing significant body condition over winter. 

5. It is a scorecard for your hay program. Hay quality is something you can do something about but only if you get it 
tested. Comparing current values to historic values for your hay quality will “red flag” production issues before you find 
out about them in the form of fewer calves or thin cows. 

6. It can make you money. A hay test can help leverage higher prices for cash sales. Having a hay test says to poten-
tial customers that you are a serious forage producer. 

7. It can tell you if your hay got hot. A hay test can tell you if your hay got hot in storage, if you specify the correct as-
say when you submit the sample. Commonly used acronyms for heat damaged protein are ADICP, ADF-CP, ADIN, HDP 
and ICP. All of these represent the same thing – the amount of insoluble nitrogen associated with the acid detergent fi-
ber in forage. All forage will have some insoluble nitrogen in the acid detergent fiber, but if it is more than 10% of the 
total, then you have heat damaged protein and you may need supplement. 

8. It helps you use your hay efficiently. You will be able to feed the best hay to the livestock that need the most nutri-
tion. 

9. It helps diagnose storage problems. Getting around to all your hay barns and storage locations will give you a 
chance to make note of any barn leaks, water encroachment from poor drainage, and other problems. 

10. It will impress (and maybe shock) your county agent, your ag dealer and even your neighbors. 
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Changes to CAIP Beef Bull Cost-share Program 
Source: Off The Hoof KY Beef Cattle Newsletter, November 1, 2024 
By:  Dr. Darrh Bullock, University of Kentucky, Extension Professor 
 
Significant changes to the CAIP Beef Bull Cost-share program have been approved for 2025. Both 
Kentucky and Tennessee have similar programs but have traditionally had different Expected Proge-
ny Differences (EPD) requirements. The guidelines committees of the two states met and came to 
consensus on a set of guidelines that are now uniform across the state line. Some of the major 
changes are highlighted in this article, however, pay close attention to the full requirements before 
purchasing a bull for cost-share funding. 
 

The number of bull categories has been reduced to 3; Balanced Trait/Maternal, Terminal Sire 
and Carcass Merit. There is no longer a Heifer Acceptable category, however, recommended 
minimal Calving Ease Direct or Birth Weight EPDs are provided for those that plan to breed the 
bull to heifers. 
 
There are only EPD requirements for CED/BW and Growth traits OR CED/BW and an appropri-
ate Economic Selection Index value depending on the breed. The is no longer a milk requirement 
for Balanced Trait/Maternal, however a range is recommended for producers to consider staying 
within. There are also recommendations for maximum Mature Weight EPDs and minimum Docili-
ty EPDs. 
 
The formatting has changed. Instead of all breeds’ requirements being listed in a table for each 
bull category, they are now listed by breed with the requirements and recommendations for 
each category. 
 
All bulls will still be required to be genomically tested and have Genomically Enhanced EPDs! 
Contact your breed association for more information on how to accomplish this. 
 

These new requirements will be implemented starting January 1, 2025. Please bear with us as we make 
this transition, we will try to work through any issues that arise. In the long run this will simplify bull pur-
chases across the KY/TN state line and will improve the program overall. 

Master Logger TV Webinar Course 

February 25, 2025   Time:  TBA 

Breckinridge County Extension  

Farmers’ Market & Educational Facility 
 

Breckinridge County Extension Service will host a Master Logger TV Webinar Continuing Education 

Course 

Pre-registration is required to attend this session.  NO walk-ins are allowed 

Logger TV Webinar  —-   $50 Fee—6 CE credits 

You can register for this course by printing out the form on-line at https://masterlogger.ca.uky.edu/

sites/masterlogger.ca.uky.edu/files/24%20KML-1-CE%20App-5-31-24.pdf 

or stop by the Extension office for a copy of the form to pre-register and mail form and payment to 

address on the form. 
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1.  

2.  

3.  

The Qualified Business Income (QBI) deduction allows farmers who operate as pass-through 

entities (such as sole proprietors, partnerships, or S corporations) to deduct up to 20% of their 

qualified business income. 

Farm income averaging allows farmers to spread out their income from a particularly good year over a peri-
od of three years, potentially lowering their overall tax liability. 

What changed? For 2024, the income averaging rules have been refined to ensure more farmers  
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can benefit from this strategy, particularly those who have fluctuating income due to weather pat-
terns or market conditions. 

Income averaging can be especially beneficial for farmers who experience significant year- to-year 
income swings. By averaging high earnings over several years, farmers can reduce their taxable in-
come in years with higher-than-usual profits, lowering their effective tax rate. 

Farmers often use vehicles for both personal and business purposes, and the IRS provides specific rules for 
deducting expenses related to farm vehicles. 

What changed? The IRS has clarified which types of vehicles qualify for deductions and has updated 
the calculation methods for business use versus personal use of farm vehicles. 

Farmers should review their records carefully to ensure they are claiming only the business portion of 
vehicle expenses. The IRS has also updated the per-mile rate and the limits for depreciation on cer-
tain farm vehicles, meaning that farmers who own or lease vehicles may need to adjust their deduc-
tions accordingly. 

The IRS continues to encourage environmentally friendly practices through conservation incentives and cred-
its. 

What changed? New rules make it easier for farmers to claim deductions for conservation efforts, 
such as implementing soil and water conservation methods, or using renewable energy sources in 
their farming operations. 

Farmers investing in sustainable practices can access additional tax savings, which can offset the 
costs of these investments. This is particularly relevant for farmers seeking to adopt new technolo-
gies or practices aimed at reducing their carbon footprint or improving soil health. 
 

In recent years, the IRS has been tightening its rules around how farmers report income, particularly in rela-
tion to cash accounting versus accrual accounting. 

What changed? The IRS has provided clearer guidelines on when farmers should report income and 
expenses under cash basis accounting versus accrual basis accounting. 

Farmers who use cash basis accounting (which is often more beneficial for tax purposes) will need 
to ensure they’re accurately reporting income in the year it is received and expenses in the year they 
are paid. The IRS has also updated rules on reporting crop insurance proceeds and disaster relief 
payments, which should be closely tracked to avoid errors in reporting. 
 

Farmers are subject to self-employment taxes on their net earnings from farming, but there are certain ex-
emptions available. 
 

What changed? There have been updates to the self-employment tax exemption for certain farm 
workers and farm owners, particularly in cases where farm income is low or where specific income 
thresholds are not met. 

Farmers who qualify for these exemptions could see a reduction in their self-employment tax liabil-
ity. It’s important to review income levels and farm ownership structure to ensure any available 
exemptions are applied. 

By understanding these changes, farmers can better position themselves to take full advantage of available 
tax-saving opportunities. You should consult with a tax professional to ensure they’re applying these new 
guidelines correctly and maximizing their benefits under the latest tax rules. 

Source: https://www.irs.gov/publications/p225 
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Microprocessing Workshop Promo 2025 
Source: Annhall Norris, Food Preservation Extension Specialist 
 

Anyone interested in participating in Kentucky’s Homebased Microprocessing (HBM) Program must 

complete a workshop. HBM workshops are from January through May across the state. Completion 

of a workshop is the first step toward certification and being able to sell your home-canned food at a 

farmers market. Registration for in-person and virtual workshops are on the University of Kentucky 

Homebased Processing and Microprocessing website https://fcs-hes.ca.uky.edu/

homebased_processing_microprocessing.  The workshop fee is $50. 
 

You can make microprocessed products in your home kitchen. They must include a primary ingredi-

ent you grow, and you must process it in a boiling water bath canner or a pressure canner. Exam-

ples include pickles, salsa, tomato juice, spaghetti sauce, pepper jellies, low-sugar or no-sugar-

added jams and/or jellies, and canned vegetables. Hot sauces are not included. The program re-

quires recipe review by the University of Kentucky ($5 per recipe) for all microprocessed products. 
 

Add value to your produce in 2025 and start selling home-canned foods at your local farmers mar-

ket. Contact the Breckinridge County Extension FCS Agent or Annhall Norris at 859-257-1812 

or annhall.norris@uky.edu for additional information. 

Breckinridge County Extension Service will be showing this 
Strawberry Webinar via Zoom on Feb. 6 at 5 p.m. CT in the 
Extension Farmers’ Market & Educational Facility, if you are 
interested in attending you must call 270-756-2182.  
This will be a CAIP approved meeting.  

https://fcs-hes.ca.uky.edu/homebased_processing_microprocessing
https://fcs-hes.ca.uky.edu/homebased_processing_microprocessing
mailto:annhall.norris@uky.edu


EQUIPMENT FOR RENT    

The Extension Office has a No-Till Seed Drill, an in-line silage Hay Wrapper and Boomless Pasture Sprayers 

available for rent. 

For more information on renting or to schedule a date to use call:  

     No-Till Seed Drill  —   

 Hobdy Dye & Reed at 270-756-2555  

 

 

     Inline Silage Hay Wrapper  —    

 Wright Implement at 270-756-5152  

         

     

     2 –Boomless Pasture Sprayers —  

 Carol Hinton at 270-617-3417  
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Almanac Tidbits for:  January  

   

 Plant above ground crops——  3, 4, 7, 8, 11, 12, 30, 31 

  

 Plant Below ground crops —–  13, 18-22, 26, 27 

   

 Seed Beds—————–——–  11-13, 21, 22 

 

 Kill plant pests:—–————–  1, 2, 5, 6, 10, 14-17, 23-25, 28, 29   

 

 

Almanac Tidbits for:  February 

   

 Plant above ground crops——  3-5, 8, 9, 27, 28 

  

 Plant Below ground crops —–  15-19, 22-24 

   

 Seed Beds—————–——–  8, 9, 7-18 

 

 Kill plant pests:—–————–  1, 2, 6, 7, 10-14, 20, 21, 25, 26 



Stop by one of the following recycling centers near you: 

 Breckinridge County High School 
Cloverport Fire Department 
Auggie Doggie’s, Garfield 

St. Romuald Gym, Hardinsburg 
McQuady Firehouse 

Breckinridge County Extension Office 
Rough River Corp of Engineers Office 

McDaniels Fire Department  
Frederick Fraize High School, Cloverport 

Hardinsburg Elementary School  
Union Star  

 All recycling sites are  
accessible 24 hours a day, 

seven days a week. 

The Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment is an Equal Opportunity Organization with respect to 
education and employment and authorization to provide research, education information and other services only to in-
dividuals and institutions that function without regard to economic or social status and will not discriminate on the bases 
of race, color, ethnic origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, 
pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, or physical or mental disability or reprisal or retalia-
tion for prior civil rights activity.  Reasonable accommodation of disability may be available with prior notice.  Program 
information may be made available in languages other than English.  Inquiries regarding compliance with Title VI and 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
and other related matter should be directed to Equal Opportunity Office, Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and 
Environment, University of Kentucky, Room S-105, Agriculture Science Building, North Lexington, Kentucky 40546, the 
UK Office of Institutional Equity and Equal Opportunity, 13 Main Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40506-
0032 or US Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, 
SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410.  

Mark Your Calendar! 

January 20, 2025—Martin Luther King, Jr. Day—OFFICE CLOSED  

January 23, 2025—Soils Meeting, Breckinridge County Extension Community Building  

January 30, 2025—Bee Meeting, Breckinridge County Extension Community Building 

February 6, 2025—Farm Transition Meeting, Breckinridge County Extension Community Building   

February 6, 2025—Strawberry Disease Webinar, Breckinridge County Extension Farmers’ Market & 

Educational Facility 

February 12-15, 2025—National Farm Machinery Show, KY Fair & Exposition Center, Louisville, KY 

February 20, 2025—BCCA mtg– Breckinridge County Extension Community Bldg.  

February 25, 2025—Master Logger TV Webinar Course, Breckinridge County Extension Farmers’ 

Market and Educational Facility 
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2025 CALENDARS:  We now have these calendars  

Sheep and Goat Calendar                          Beef Calendar 

If you are a producer stop by and pick up one of these calendars 

 

We also have a Nutrition Education Program Recipe calendar  


